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trans valuation of values.'1  This transvaluation of values is the
most natural result of certain circumstances.

Abercrombie chooses as many as eight persons for this
^lay, besides several men and women of the village.    It is quite
a large number for the author.   Huff the farmer. Sellers the
wain wright, Merrick the smith, Vine the publican, Shale the
labourer, Warp the mole-catcher, and Mrs Huff are his drama-
tis personae.    They   spend   their time   in   a public-house in
drinking, in gossipping, in listening to tunes and in eagerly
receiving news from wandering travellers.   To such a band of
coliicking rustics, the dowser whose profession is to divine
hidden waters, goes thsre with a view e'to be alone and quiet
in his thoughts" ; but finds none of it.   When asked for news,
he breaks the news of a comet which he considers to be a fore-
boding of evil of fire, fear and unbelievable death.   The people
are slowly and gradually startled to reactions when Vine the
publican goes out, scatters the news and finally rouses a crowd
of men and women who actually burst in and shout confusedly
that the comet is moving, that its tail  is wagging and that it
is leaping like a cat on a bird. They are all the more convinced
when they look at the flaming colour of the horizon, not
knowing that it is due to a haystack on fire.   The people say
and do things, and as Charles Williams aptly puts it, swe do
mot know the end till the end*.2  The whole farce of "The End
of the World" is over when Warp, the mole-catcher,  returns
after a long travel and explains to the other village-folk that
dowsers live on lies and that it is only a rick on fire that has
confirmed their foolish fears in them about the comet and
caused also so much confusion among them that the so-called
end would come that very night, after that oven-day.

But as has been already pointed out, the play is of Interest
in that it is a 'comedy of transvaluation of values.* The values
of life according to Huff and Shale change after the sudden or
slow belief into which they are worked. Huff, formerly a self-
righteous farmer who feels that he has been standing before Ms
wife's wickedness in the light of her adultery with Shale, mow
changes his views. Before this sudden reaction, his was *a tough

1 Llewellyn Jones - First Impressions, p. 158,
* C. Williams - Poetry at Present, p. 153.